
This is a storied time of year. 
 
In a few weeks, families will gather around a Thanksgiving table graced with a stuffed 
turkey, potatoes, cranberry dressing, a green bean casserole, and pumpkin pie. Shopping 
will commence, a tree will be trimmed for Christmas, carols will fill the air, gifts will be 
exchanged, and families will gather around a table graced with its traditional Christmas 
fare. 
 
In some homes, though, all will not be as it was. Some families will be celebrating in a new 
home far from family and longtime friends. Others will be celebrating their first Christmas 
with a child or their spouse. A few will be employed to watch, wait, or complete essential 
work. Far too many families will gather around a table where its familiar joy is shaded by 
absence of one deeply loved. 
 
In such a year, I find myself drawn to the grace within the cold, harsh settings our original 
holiday stories. The grateful joy of that first thanksgiving feast shared by the colonists and 
their Native American friends following a cold, harsh winter and a lean season of waiting for 
a bountiful harvest.  The tradition of our current Thanksgiving Holiday established during a 
time of great economic insecurity. The story of the first Christmas set in a stable located far 
from home and told to shepherds watching over their flocks by night.  Joy isn’t always 
found in a clear sky over a fresh fallen snow, it is also heard in the song of an angel filling 
the night with news of new life and in the joy of a soul seeing a promise coming true. 
 
 In the days after Christmas, Luke writes that Joseph and Mary carried Jesus to Jerusalem 
to fulfill the command that every firstborn male be consecrated to the Lord. Two prophets 
were there that day. The first was Simeon who was waiting to realize the promise of 
Christmas.  Seeing Jesus, he took the child in his arms with great joy and thanksgiving. 
“You may now dismiss your servant in peace, he said to God. “My eyes have seen your 
salvation… a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 
2:29-32) The second was Anna, a widow of many years. When she saw Jesus, she too 
thanked God and spoke of Jesus to anyone who would listen. The promise, joy, hope, and 
love of God, it seems, have a way of finding us wherever we are. 
 
May it be so with you. In this storied season, may the light that shines in darkness, dawn in 
you. May the Lord increase your joy and renew your life in the birth of the one who is called 
the Prince of Peace.  

In His Grace, 
Pastor Skip 

Nov/Dec 2022 

Immanuel United Methodist Church 
717-235-1915               1 New Street Glen Rock, PA 17327 

OVER  COFFEE 



In-person and online 

CHRISTMAS DAY falls on a Sunday this year. 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

WILL BE ONLINE ONLY 
9:30 a.m. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Stewartstown UMC 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Professing members are 

encouraged to attend. 

The United Women in Faith will not have a 
regular meeting in November. They will 
conduct their annual Thankoffering service in 
worship November 13th. 
 
They will meet December 1 at 7:00pm at the 
church to make Christmas cards and share 
cookies and punch. 

SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 26, 2022 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Immanuel always looks so beautiful 

when it is decorated for the Christmas 
Season! Can you spare a little time on 

November 26 to help us put up the 
Christmas decorations at the church? 

Articles and information for the January/
February 2023 newsletter are due by 

December 19. Thank you! 

TUESDAY  
NOVEMBER 22 

7:00pm 
At Immanuel UMC 

 
Please note, this is on a 

Tuesday this year. 



SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 19 
And 

SATURDAY– DECEMBER 17 
8:00am 

J & B’s Grill, Shrewsbury 
Please join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immanuel is participating in the “Wreaths Across America” 
program this year, implemented by Austin L. Grove Unit 403 
American Legion Auxiliary. 
 
There are approximately 270 veterans interred in the three Glen 
Rock cemeteries. The intent is to have enough wreaths 
sponsored to cover all of these graves.  
 
The wreaths are $15.00. Sponsorship forms are available in the 
Roser Entrance. Please complete the form and send it, along 
with payment by November 20, to: 
 
Sharon Krout 
1415 Church St. 
Glen Rock, PA 17327 
 
The event will take place on December 17 and volunteers are 
needed to place the wreaths as well as remove them in 
January. 

Join us for ONLINE Bible Study! 
 
ONLINE—Tuesday evenings at 
7:00pm.  Please let Pastor Skip know if 
you would like to receive the link to join. 

and 
IN-PERSON AT THE WELL—
Thursday afternoons at 2:00pm. 

 
 
 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring your 

WISE WORDS FROM PAMELA… 
 
Did you ever wonder how kids come up with some of their 
questions? Curious kids are everywhere and sometimes they 
ask me the hardest questions, like “how did the months get 
their names?”. Clearly, I don’t have an answer for that 
question, so I had to do some research and will share just a bit 
of what I learned… 
 
The names of the months are very old and they come from 
ancient Rome. Rome is the capital of Italy and several 
thousand years ago, it was the heart of a very powerful empire 
(which is like a kingdom, only bigger). 
 
In the very beginning of the Roman calendar (more than 2,000 
years ago), there were only 10 months in the year. The 
Romans based this version on the ancient Greek calendar. 
Later, however, the Romans added in two more. The names of 
some of the months also changed a few times. 
 
In the early days 
 
MARCH: Happy New Year! March was the start of the year 
for the Romans. The beginning of spring was the time when 
everyone could go out and start fighting each other, so the 
month was named after Mars—the Roman god of war. 

 
Trust me when I say this conversation went on and on. But 
then the conversation turned to this, “so was Jesus really born 
in December?”. Guess who had to go digging for answers 
again? Instead of listing all the scriptures that reveal some 
thoughts of what many theologians believe, check out this 
website:  
https://www.psephizo.com/biblical-studies/when-was-jesus-
really-born-spoiler-not-in-december/ 
 
So, to end my conversation with this curious kid, I said, Does 
this all mean we are wasting our time celebrating 
Christmas in December? Not at all. The main point of 
Christmas is not chronology but theology. So guess what the 
next question was? “What does Christmas really mean?”. 
 
As you prepare your hearts, your homes, etc...for 
Thanksgiving, for Christmas and for the New Year, keep 
reminding yourself that the months and the Holidays have 
much more meaning than just their name. 

 
Blessings, 

Pamela Prowell 



Immanuel United Methodist Church 
1 New Street 
Glen Rock, PA 17327 
717-235-1915 
Email: immanuelumcglenrock@gmail.com 
Website: www.immanuelglenrock.org 
 
Pastor: Skip Spangler 
Administrative Assistant: Jen Bubb 
Director of Music Ministry: Judy Burton 
Daycare Director: Pamela Prowell 
 
Sunday Service 
9:30AM Worship (Online and In-Person) 
10:30AM Sunday School 
 
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday   9AM - 3PM Check us out on Facebook! 

FREE FOOD FOR SENIORS 
 

The WELL (32 Water Street, Glen 
Rock) is a distribution location for 
the  York County Food Bank. for 

qualified seniors living in these zip 
code areas - 17327, 17329, 17407 

and 17362.  
 

Distribution is the first Wednesday 
of every month from 12:00-

1:00pm.  
Please see John Sajko for 

information. 

The Well, Immanuel’s outreach ministry, continues to distribute 100+ hot grab n go meals every Wednesday thanks to a dedicated group of 
volunteers. 
 
The food pantry has regular “shoppers” and has volunteers, not only from Immanuel, but also from other churches and the community that provide 
the opportunity for these clients to receive free groceries and personal items. Teens from the library’s ‘give back to the community’ program and 
from Greenmount UM Church restocked the pantry shelves on separate occasions. 
 
Serving as a senior box and free food box distribution site for the York County Food Bank has provided a community effort to help alleviate food 
insecurity. 
 
The number of children visiting The Well has gradually increased: we continue to need additional volunteers during those hours (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 3pm-7pm). 
 
The Well will again partner with the American Legion Riders in providing a Christmas party, scheduled for Saturday, December 10th for the 
community children. Other holiday plans will be discussed at The Advisory Board Meeting Thursday, October 27th. 
 
On Thursdays, from 4:30pm to 5:30pm, the Good News Club will provide a Bible lesson, song, and activities to those children attending The Well. 
This will be a voluntary activity for the children that come to The Well. 
 
None of this would be possible without all the volunteers who give of their time and talents to “show Jesus” to the community. 
 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ ~ Matthew 25:40 

FREE Grab-n-Go meals 
WEDNESDAYS 

11:30am—12:30pm 
At The Well 

Available to everyone! 

Questions may be sent to: 
thewell.immanuelumc@gmail.com 

 
The Well Food Pantry is an equal 

opportunity provider. 


